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SPOTLIGHT  ON…

What are
10 things a

teacher
can always
count on? 

Their fingers.

MSPS  AFL  
STATE  CHAMPIONS !

Off to State Hoop Time!
A huge congratulations to our
Future Stars boys, who were

crowned finals winners at Regional
Hoop Time this week!

Their fantastic efforts have earned
them a spot at State Hoop Time in

December! What an incredible
achievement. 

We are so proud of you!

State athletics.

Whole school
assembly,
2.45pm.

Movember
begins.

P&F run movie
night at
Greensborough
Plaza.

Third Bridges
session for 2027
Foundation
students, 9.30-
11.30am.

Student free
day.

Melbourne Cup
public holiday.

Last Bridges
session for 2027
Foundation
students, 9.30-
11.30am.

Garden Market,
3:15-3:45pm.

Whole school
pyjama day and
Prep Breakfast.
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Principal’s Message
KEYLA JEFFERS
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Dear Monty South Community,

I hope you had a great start to this term! Our students have enjoyed the slower start to this term;

however, as we head towards the long weekend, I can see that they are already feeling tired-

particularly since daylight savings started.

Our Student Free Day will be held on Monday 2 November, the day before Melbourne Cup Day. Staff

will be working on Assessment and Reporting as we head into our reporting cycle for Semester 2. We

are also heading into the Student Support Group (SSG) meeting period in weeks 4, 5 & 6. If you

participate in SSGs for your child please make sure that you book in over these three weeks, as it is an

excellent time to discuss your child’s achievements for this year and adjustments that need to be

made for them for 2027.

Last week we welcomed our new Foundation students for 2027. It was lovely to meet our new

students and their parents. In 2025, we introduced the Parent Bridges Session and again we held the

first of four sessions for our new parent community.  In last week’s session, I shared a bit of

everything about Monty South with a general focus on Learning and Wellbeing. My teams will be

doing their own presentations over the next three weeks with a deep dive on what we do, why we do

it and how we do it.

In 2025, we introduced the Parent Bridges Sessions, and last week we held the first of four sessions

for our new parent community. During this session, I shared an overview of life at Monty South, with a

particular focus on learning and wellbeing. Over the next three weeks, members of our leadership

team will present additional sessions, providing a deeper insight into what we do, why we do it, and

how we do it to support every student to thrive.

Every year following NAPLAN, Semester 2 reports and a few surveys, the Department provides us

with a School Performance Report for the year. The report contains details of how the school has

performed on a selected set of student outcome measures, compared to all government school, by

allocation to a performance group. 



MONTMORENCY SOUTH
PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER WE LEARN ,  LEAD &  ACHIEVE

O C T O B E R  2 2 N D ,  2 0 2 6  |  I S S U E  1 0

The four performance groups are: High, Improving, Medium and Developing as per the table. 

Although Learning and Wellbeing

are represented separately, both

are then combined to provide the

school with an overall

performance. Over the last four

years we have been tracking in

the Medium; however, this year

we have reached High. The last

time we were in High was in 2017.

I want to congratulate our School

Improvement Team and all our

staff in working towards this

excellent achievement.  

I have shared this excellent news

with School Council at Tuesday’s

school council meeting.

As our school motto says:

Together we Learn, Lead and

Achieve

Year to Date Attendance

In working towards improving our student attendance, I would like to share with you, where we are at, at this

moment in time. Please be vigilant of your child’s absences, particularly in the timing of additional holidays.

Don’t forget to send Holiday approval requests at least two weeks before departure at:

keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au so that they may be approved. 

The screenshots indicate that we are at 91.9%

attendance for the year and our school target for

2026 is to maintain it at 90% so we are doing well. The

second target for us is the average student absence

days for the year which is currently at 16.1 and we

would like to reduce it to 15.

mailto:keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au
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Operational

Emergency Evacuation

Just a reminder that we will be doing our Emergency Drill on Wednesday 18 November. We have a

social story that will be sent out by classroom teachers, which they will use in preparation for the

Drill. Please know that it is important for all students to participate, in case we ever need to do a real

one. This Drill will be a lockdown drill, that means that students will remain in their classrooms.

Classroom Placements 2027

Don’t forget that parent requests for classroom placements are due to me:

keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au by Wednesday 4 November. Please refer to our school website for

the Classroom Placement Policy.

Movements 2027

Planning has started for 2027 and the most important part to this puzzle is our student numbers. I

would appreciate it if you could please let me know if your child will be leaving Monty South in 2026. I

am happy for you to email me directly on my email: keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au 

Getting to school too early

Just a reminder that students are to arrive at school from 8:30am, as there are no staff on duty

before 8:30. 

Parent reminders

We need your help in ensuring that all dogs are kept on a leash while on school grounds, and that

they are handled by an adult. We had a local resident contact the school as their child was jumped on

by a dog being led by a student. Although dogs can be very friendly, we never know how others feel

about them.

Additionally, please be reminded that under no circumstances are parents to take photos of students

while on school grounds. 

Finally, our new air conditioners were ON in the main building (upstairs) for the very first time this

week, and staff and students have reported that they are EXCELLENT!

Thank you for your support.

Keyla 

mailto:keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au
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Our community is awesome!

As you will recall, we have had many celebrations that we have recognised throughout the year, such

as Harmony Day, R U OK Day, International Women’s Day, etc. Each contribute positively to building

a positive community within and beyond MSPS.

Within our Personal and Social Capabilities curriculum, we teach Respectful Relationships at our

school, which teaches about positive emotional literacy, mental health and our ability to seek help

when needed. This is needed both now and into the future as our students grow and develop into

young adults. Each of our whole school celebrations, reinforces the messages and lessons learnt

within this. Our next focus turns our attention towards celebrating and supporting the boys and men

in our lives. I think we’ll all agree that we have many great roles models in our lives, and they have not

become amazing people by accident, they have learnt and practised over time how to be respectful

and kind humans, even when faced with health or life challenges.

One of the ways we are complimenting our curriculum focus and 

current celebration, is by running Movember again this year. 

Movember is a charity focused on men’s physical and mental 

health. So, this November, we are calling anyone willing, parents, 

staff, grandparents, etc, to grow a mo, be a champion and raise 

some money to support the great work of Movember. 

We’d love to see a team of people join in, either by growing the 

mo or donating some money. Please register or encourage your 

loved one to sign up!

https://movember.com/t/MontySouth-ps-team?mc=1
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Assistant Principal’s Message
STUART  BEEVER

Another way we are learning about Respectful Relationships and supporting the boys and men in our

life, is as a community of students and adults, like many schools in Victoria, we have joined forces

with The Men’s Project.

https://movember.com/t/MontySouth-ps-team?mc=1
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From their website they describe, The Men’s Project supports men and boys to live respectful,

accountable and fulfilling lives free from violence and other harmful behaviours. We do this through

new approaches that improve men and boys’ wellbeing, so that we see more good men, respectful

relationships, and safe communities. As a society we have begun to acknowledge there is a

significant problem of violence against women and children. The focus has been, as it should be, on

supporting the victims of this violence. But we need to do much more. We need to address the root

causes. That’s what The Men’s Project is doing.

The Department of Education engaged The Men’s Project to deliver its MoRE Program in 240

Respectful Relationships schools over a 4-year period. This Initiative aims to challenge unhealthy

masculinities and promote healthier identities to help prevent family violence. 

To support our community, cheer on our boys and men, 

and join together as we contribute to a brighter future 

for all, we have invited The Men’s Project to come and 

run a parent/carer session coming up this term on 

Tuesday 10  of November. While this may sound like a serious th

session, it is focused on uniting us as a community, celebrating 

our men and encouraging us all as we positively contribute to our 

children’s future. This session is for everyone, including mums, 

dads, grandparents. The goal is to come together as one, to learn, inspire and work together. Don’t

worry, you won’t need to sign up to anything, it is simply an info session. Our ambitious goal is to

have one family representative registered to come per family. We’ll have a free sausage sizzle, drinks,

door prizes and fun ready to go. So please take this opportunity seriously, join us and play your part!

Stay tuned for registration.

Thank you to our amazing community who continue to support us as we Learn, Lead and Achieve

Together.

See you at the gate!

Stuart Beever- Assistant Principal
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COME
DRESSED IN

YOUR PJ’S OR

COMFY
CLOTHES 🙂

2 0 2 6

PYJAMA
DAY!
F R I D A Y  N O V E M B E R  6 T H
W E E K  5

The SAL’s are so excited to start Term 4 as we have so many great ideas!

This term is full of events and going to be epic! We have a pyjama day

coming up on Friday November 6th which is the same day as the prep

breakfast. We have suggestions from the students for another dress up

later this term that hopefully can be Christmas theme to be around the

same time as carols. We also have some great ideas to improve our school

grounds so watch this space!  

Keep the suggestions coming 

and we promise to make this 

term the best one yet MSPS!  

 

Bye, from your friendly SAL’s!  

From the Sals (student action leaders):
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A year of creativity in Art!

It has been a wonderful year of creativity, exploration and artistic discovery across

our art classes! Students from all year levels have explored a wide range of artmaking

techniques, including drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, weaving and papier-

mâché. Along the way, they have experimented with a variety of materials, including

chalk and oil pastels, watercolour pencils, paper, fabric, yarn, paint, food dye,

crayons and markers. These hands-on experiences have encouraged students to

explore new techniques, discover different textures and express their ideas in

imaginative and individual ways.

Throughout the year, we have explored a variety of visual art elements and concepts,

including line, shape, pattern, colour and form. Students have investigated colour

theory, symmetry, perspective and abstraction, learning how artists use these

elements and principles to create interesting, balanced and meaningful artworks.

From experimenting with colour combinations and repeating patterns to creating

detailed drawings and three-dimensional forms, students have continued to develop

their artistic skills, confidence and creative thinking.

Collaboration and celebration have also been an important part of our artistic

journey. During NAIDOC Week, students worked collaboratively to create a mural,

celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and

achievements. We also celebrated International Dot Day, encouraging students to

embrace creativity, explore their artistic potential and discover how even a simple

dot can inspire something extraordinary. In addition, students created beautiful wall

hangings for their classrooms, using their creativity and a range of materials and

techniques to produce unique artworks that brighten their learning spaces.

We are incredibly proud of the imagination, enthusiasm and growing skills our

students have demonstrated throughout the year. It has been wonderful to see them

experiment, take creative risks, share ideas and bring their artistic visions to life. We

look forward to another year filled with colour, creativity and exciting artistic

adventures

Sally and Chloe

Teaching & learning update:
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The specialist team
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A Wonderful Year of French! 🇫🇷

What a fantastic year of language learning and cultural discovery! Students across all year levels have

developed their French vocabulary and communication skills through a variety of engaging activities.

Year 1 students explored greetings, colours, numbers, animals and French celebrations, while Year 2

learnt about pets, transport, clothing, seasons and expressing preferences. Year 3 practised telling the

time and discussing families, routines and hobbies, while Year 4 explored school vocabulary and

created French restaurant menus.

Year 5 investigated French personalities, school life and places around town, while Year 6 researched

regions of France, created presentations and practised giving directions.

It has been wonderful to see students grow in 

confidence and enthusiasm as they explore 

the French language and culture.

Bravo, tout le monde!
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Physical Education Program – Beginning of Term 4 

To start term 4, students across Prep to Year 6 are participating in a range of exciting

and engaging Physical Education topics! 

Below is a brief summary on what each year level is currently learning in P.E. 

Prep – Athletics: Developing running, jumping and throwing skills through fun,

athletics-based activities. 

Year 1 & 2 – Overhand Throw: Practising throwing technique, accuracy and

coordination through skill-based activities and games. 

Year 3 – Recreation Games: Exploring inclusive recreational activities that

promote teamwork and gaining a deeper appreciation for the various ways you

can stay active. 

Year 4 – Newcombe Ball: A modified version of volleyball that allows players to

catch and throw the ball, rather than the traditional volleyball hits. This

introduces them to court positioning and ball placement. 

Year 5 – Fitness: Investigating how our bodies respond to exercise, including

changes in heart rate and breathing, and the importance of physical activity for

health and wellbeing. 

Year 6 – Volleyball: Developing fundamental volleyball skills, including digging,

setting, spiking and serving, while applying teamwork and tactical awareness

through gameplay. 
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Years 2-6 Performing Arts Update

It has been an exciting semester of creativity, collaboration and performance in Drama!

Year 2 students became fairytale investigators as they explored The True Story of

the Three Little Pigs. Working in groups, they created alternative endings and

performed their scenes using props and costumes, developing their storytelling

and performance skills.

Year 3 students have been busy over the past term, working on the skills of

performance. In small groups of 5, students worked together to follow a simple

script focusing on the elements of voice, character, movement, script

understanding and collaborating. In week 1 of this term students presented their

plays to the class, and all did a wonderful job, giving support and providing

feedback to each other

Year 4 students explored puppetry, designing and creating their own puppets

before bringing them to life through performances. A special incursion with

Melbourne Puppet Kerfuffle extended their learning, while this term has seen

students develop their improvisation skills through drama games and spontaneous

performances.

Year 5 and 6 students stepped back in time to explore radio plays, creating original

scripts, characters and sound effects. Working collaboratively, they brought their

stories to life through voice acting and creative soundscapes.

Year 6 students have also begun rehearsals for Graduation and their final

Christmas Carols, working with a local dance school to develop choreography and

performances. We can't wait to see their hard work come to life!
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F–1 Performing Arts Update

In Foundation, students have begun exploring puppetry, using their hands and pillows to create characters and

bring imaginative stories to life. Puppetry provides a wonderful way for younger students to experiment with

character, expression and voice in a way that feels comfortable and playful.

Both year levels have been exploring ‘process drama’ techniques, using picture books as a springboard for

imagination and role-play. Students step into the shoes of different characters, exploring how they move,

speak, think and feel. These experiences build skills that help students develop confidence in expressing

themselves, empathy for others, creativity and the ability to collaborate as they work together to tell a story.

Year One students have been busy preparing for their performance of Tiddalik the Frog next month. This is a

wonderful opportunity for students to build confidence and develop a love of performing in a relaxed,

supportive setting, where fun and laughter are more important than the final performance. Rather than

worrying about perfection or the nerves of performing on a big stage, students are encouraged to have a go,

express themselves and enjoy bringing a story to life together.

We would love to invite Year One families and our Foundation students to come along, celebrate their hard

work on Friday 13 November at 2:30 pm in the gym.
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Garden

Our Prep students absolutely loved their Nature Play sessions in the bush block during Term 3! They discovered

the wildlife living in our reserve - planting trees and creating habitats to support them. This term, they’ve turned

their curiosity to minibeasts, and it’s safe to say we have some snail enthusiasts on our hands! Earlier in the year,

they were captivated by their Life Rocks incursion and loved joining their year 6 buddies for Schools Tree Day. 
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We are reaping the rewards of produce planted by our Year 3

students in Semester 1. They had become so confident and self-

sufficient in the garden, tending to their crops and taking real

ownership of their growing spaces. Our Year 5 students have taken

over the beds and are gearing up to reopen the garden market

stall by Week 3. 

We have something extra special on offer this year - Lime Marmalade!

Generously made by the family of our Environment Captain, Zoe Milne, using

school produce. If you haven’t visited the garden lately, make sure you stop by

to admire the incredible mural Zoe painted on our shed in Term 3 - an amazing

contribution to our school.

Have you visited the new Olympic Reserve playground? Next time you’re

there, take a moment to appreciate the native plants growing throughout the

space. These were planted by our very own students during an excursion with

Banyule Council in Term 2. It’s wonderful to see our students’ efforts

contributing to greener spaces beyond our school grounds.

So, what’s next? Our Year 4

students are busy dreaming

up their own garden

innovations! One student is

designing a bee watering

station, while another is

exploring how to make tea

from our medicinal herbs.

Watch this space!
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Resilience, rights &
respectful
relationships (RRRR)

RRRR GENERAL INFO:
The Resil ience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships learning
materials have been designed for
teachers in primary and
secondary schools to develop
students’ social,  emotional and
positive relationship skil ls.
Efforts to promote social and
emotional skil ls and positive
gender norms in children and
young people has been shown to
improve health related outcomes
and subjective wellbeing. It  also
reduces antisocial behaviours
including engagement in gender-
related violence.
The Resil ience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships (RRRR)
learning materials cover eight
topics of Social and Emotional
Learning across all  levels of
primary and secondary
education: Emotional Literacy;
Personal & Cultural Strengths;
Positive Coping; Problem
Solving; Stress Management;
Help Seeking; Gender Norms &
Stereotypes; and Positive Gender
Relationships.

Currently, students across Monty South are
working through 

Even though all students are working on the
same topic, each cohort’s learning will look
different as RRRR is designed appropriately
to each age group. Research in the field of
positive psychology emphasises the
importance of identifying and using
individual strengths. Social and emotional
learning programs which use strength-
based approaches promote student
wellbeing, positive behaviour and academic
achievement.

Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships is a mandated curriculum in
all public schools in Victoria, with its
curriculum beginning at Foundation (Prep)
and continues through to Year 12 in high
school. There is no option to ‘opt-out’ of
RRRR, but we encourage you to read
through the curriculum of your child/ren’s
year level so that you can engage in positive
conversations at home.
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Topic Eight (Yr 6) : Positive gender relations

Topic Seven: Gender norms & stereotypes
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Resilience, rights &
respectful
relationships (RRRR)

I n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s
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Student news &
achievements
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YEAR 4 CAMP

FOUNDATION LOCAL WALKING EXCURSION

YEAR 5 SMOOTHIE BAR INCURSION

FRONT LAWN OPENS
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Medical officer News:
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Thunderstorm asthma – be prepared this pollen season 
Grass pollen season in Victoria usually runs from October to December. During this time, asthma and hay fever

symptoms can get worse. There is also an increased risk of thunderstorm asthma.  

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma

Ten years ago, Melbourne experienced the largest thunderstorm asthma event in the world. Thunderstorm

asthma can be sudden and serious. It can be life-threatening, especially if a person’s asthma or hay fever is not

well controlled.  https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/videos/thunderstormasthma-mohamed

Monty South will have measures to keep our school community safe.  

Many of our staff are trained in asthma first aid. We will monitor VicEmergency for thunderstorm asthma

warnings. When needed, we will keep students indoors if the weather forecast shows a higher risk.   

Managing asthma and allergies matters. During this pollen season, there are some things you can do to protect

yourself and your family: 

If your child has ever had asthma, talk to your doctor about your Asthma Action Plan and to make sure

symptoms are well controlled.  

If your child has hay fever, talk to your pharmacist or doctor about a hay fever plan and check if you need an

asthma reliever puffer.  

If your child has cough or wheeze with hay fever, talk to your doctor to make sure they don’t also have

asthma.  

Take asthma medication as directed by your doctor, as the good control of symptoms can prevent

thunderstorm asthma. 

Follow the VicEmergencywebsite or app. Where possible, avoid being outside during thunderstorms –

especially during the winds that come before the storm. Go inside and close your doors and windows. If you

have your air conditioning on, turn it to ‘recirculate’.

https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#thunderstorm-asthma-forecast

Know asthma first aid. If you are not sure if someone is having an asthma attack, you can still use a blue

asthma reliever puffer.  https://asthma.org.au/kids/asthma-info-kids/asthma-first-aid-for-kids/

Find out more  

For more information, speak to your doctor. You can also: 

Speak with an asthma educator on 1800 ASTHMA (1800 278 462). This is a free service from 9 am to 5 pm,

Monday to Friday 

Refer to Better Health Channel. This includes information in different languages.

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/videos/thunderstormasthma-mohamed
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#thunderstorm-asthma-forecast
https://asthma.org.au/kids/asthma-info-kids/asthma-first-aid-for-kids/
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstorm-asthma
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SAKG Recipes: Vietname
So far this term in Kitchen, students have discovered some interesting facts
about Vietnam.. Did you know Australia is around 23 times the size of Vietnam,
yet they have a population of around 100 Million people?
Our groups folded rice paper rolls, kneaded and steam-baked 
Bahn Mi, cooked delicious Tomato and Tofu soup, made a 
Vietnamese cabbage salad and put together baked 
coconut and banana cakes. 
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We love having the support of our volunteers, whose time and effort make these hands-on
learning experiences possible. 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Natalia:
natalia.gainsmith@education.vic.gov.au 0425810995
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SAKG Recipes: Italy
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In weeks 3 and 4, students will explore Italy and 
enjoy Grissini, Pasta and Bean Soup, roll and 
shape Potato Gnocchi, Asparagus and Egg salad 
and Lemon and Ricotta cakes.

For the rest of term 4, we will be cooking dishes from Morocco, Thailand and the
student-favourite, pizza fortnight!
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Community news
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Upcoming Roadworks – Grand Boulevard and Buena Vista, Montmorency

Banyule City Council has advised that asphalt resurfacing works will take
place at the roundabout intersection of Grand Boulevard and Buena Vista
in Montmorency.

Dates: Wednesday 4 November to Friday 6 November 2026
Times: 9:30am – 3:00pm daily (weather permitting)

During this time, parking restrictions and traffic management will be in
place. Local access will be maintained, although motorists may experience
delays.

Families and community members are encouraged to allow extra travel
time, follow traffic directions and exercise caution around workers,
machinery and newly laid asphalt.

Works may be rescheduled at short notice due to weather or unforeseen
circumstances.

For further information, please contact 
Asphaltech on 9303 7833.

Thank you for your patience and understanding.
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	Principal’s Message
	KEYLA JEFFERS
	Dear Monty South Community,
	I hope you had a great start to this term! Our students have enjoyed the slower start to this term; however, as we head towards the long weekend, I can see that they are already feeling tired- particularly since daylight savings started.
	Our Student Free Day will be held on Monday 2 November, the day before Melbourne Cup Day. Staff will be working on Assessment and Reporting as we head into our reporting cycle for Semester 2. We are also heading into the Student Support Group (SSG) meeting period in weeks 4, 5 & 6. If you participate in SSGs for your child please make sure that you book in over these three weeks, as it is an excellent time to discuss your child’s achievements for this year and adjustments that need to be made for them for 2027.
	Last week we welcomed our new Foundation students for 2027. It was lovely to meet our new students and their parents. In 2025, we introduced the Parent Bridges Session and again we held the first of four sessions for our new parent community.  In last week’s session, I shared a bit of everything about Monty South with a general focus on Learning and Wellbeing. My teams will be doing their own presentations over the next three weeks with a deep dive on what we do, why we do it and how we do it.
	In 2025, we introduced the Parent Bridges Sessions, and last week we held the first of four sessions for our new parent community. During this session, I shared an overview of life at Monty South, with a particular focus on learning and wellbeing. Over the next three weeks, members of our leadership team will present additional sessions, providing a deeper insight into what we do, why we do it, and how we do it to support every student to thrive.
	Every year following NAPLAN, Semester 2 reports and a few surveys, the Department provides us with a School Performance Report for the year. The report contains details of how the school has performed on a selected set of student outcome measures, compared to all government school, by allocation to a performance group.
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	The four performance groups are: High, Improving, Medium and Developing as per the table.
	Although Learning and Wellbeing are represented separately, both are then combined to provide the school with an overall performance. Over the last four years we have been tracking in the Medium; however, this year we have reached High. The last time we were in High was in 2017. I want to congratulate our School Improvement Team and all our staff in working towards this excellent achievement.
	I have shared this excellent news with School Council at Tuesday’s school council meeting.
	As our school motto says: Together we Learn, Lead and Achieve
	Year to Date Attendance
	In working towards improving our student attendance, I would like to share with you, where we are at, at this moment in time. Please be vigilant of your child’s absences, particularly in the timing of additional holidays. Don’t forget to send Holiday approval requests at least two weeks before departure at: keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au so that they may be approved.
	The screenshots indicate that we are at 91.9% attendance for the year and our school target for 2026 is to maintain it at 90% so we are doing well. The second target for us is the average student absence days for the year which is currently at 16.1 and we would like to reduce it to 15.
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	Operational
	Emergency Evacuation
	Just a reminder that we will be doing our Emergency Drill on Wednesday 18 November. We have a social story that will be sent out by classroom teachers, which they will use in preparation for the Drill. Please know that it is important for all students to participate, in case we ever need to do a real one. This Drill will be a lockdown drill, that means that students will remain in their classrooms.

	Classroom Placements 2027
	Don’t forget that parent requests for classroom placements are due to me: keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au by Wednesday 4 November. Please refer to our school website for the Classroom Placement Policy.

	Movements 2027
	Planning has started for 2027 and the most important part to this puzzle is our student numbers. I would appreciate it if you could please let me know if your child will be leaving Monty South in 2026. I am happy for you to email me directly on my email: keyla.jeffers@education.vic.gov.au

	Getting to school too early
	Just a reminder that students are to arrive at school from 8:30am, as there are no staff on duty before 8:30.

	Parent reminders
	We need your help in ensuring that all dogs are kept on a leash while on school grounds, and that they are handled by an adult. We had a local resident contact the school as their child was jumped on by a dog being led by a student. Although dogs can be very friendly, we never know how others feel about them.
	Additionally, please be reminded that under no circumstances are parents to take photos of students while on school grounds.
	Finally, our new air conditioners were ON in the main building (upstairs) for the very first time this week, and staff and students have reported that they are EXCELLENT!
	Thank you for your support.
	Keyla



	MONTMORENCY SOUTH
	PRIMARY SCHOOL
	TOGETHER WE LEARN, LEAD & ACHIEVE

	MONTMORENCY SOUTH
	PRIMARY SCHOOL
	TOGETHER WE LEARN, LEAD & ACHIEVE
	Assistant Principal’s Message
	STUART BEEVER
	Our community is awesome!
	As you will recall, we have had many celebrations that we have recognised throughout the year, such as Harmony Day, R U OK Day, International Women’s Day, etc. Each contribute positively to building a positive community within and beyond MSPS.
	Within our Personal and Social Capabilities curriculum, we teach Respectful Relationships at our school, which teaches about positive emotional literacy, mental health and our ability to seek help when needed. This is needed both now and into the future as our students grow and develop into young adults. Each of our whole school celebrations, reinforces the messages and lessons learnt within this. Our next focus turns our attention towards celebrating and supporting the boys and men in our lives. I think we’ll all agree that we have many great roles models in our lives, and they have not become amazing people by accident, they have learnt and practised over time how to be respectful and kind humans, even when faced with health or life challenges.
	One of the ways we are complimenting our curriculum focus and
	current celebration, is by running Movember again this year.
	Movember is a charity focused on men’s physical and mental
	health. So, this November, we are calling anyone willing, parents,
	staff, grandparents, etc, to grow a mo, be a champion and raise
	some money to support the great work of Movember.
	We’d love to see a team of people join in, either by growing the
	mo or donating some money. Please register or encourage your
	loved one to sign up!
	https://movember.com/t/MontySouth-ps-team?mc=1
	Another way we are learning about Respectful Relationships and supporting the boys and men in our life, is as a community of students and adults, like many schools in Victoria, we have joined forces with The Men’s Project.
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	From their website they describe, The Men’s Project supports men and boys to live respectful, accountable and fulfilling lives free from violence and other harmful behaviours. We do this through new approaches that improve men and boys’ wellbeing, so that we see more good men, respectful relationships, and safe communities. As a society we have begun to acknowledge there is a significant problem of violence against women and children. The focus has been, as it should be, on supporting the victims of this violence. But we need to do much more. We need to address the root causes. That’s what The Men’s Project is doing.
	The Department of Education engaged The Men’s Project to deliver its MoRE Program in 240 Respectful Relationships schools over a 4-year period. This Initiative aims to challenge unhealthy masculinities and promote healthier identities to help prevent family violence.
	To support our community, cheer on our boys and men,
	and join together as we contribute to a brighter future
	for all, we have invited The Men’s Project to come and
	run a parent/carer session coming up this term on
	Tuesday 10th of November. While this may sound like a serious
	session, it is focused on uniting us as a community, celebrating
	our men and encouraging us all as we positively contribute to our
	children’s future. This session is for everyone, including mums,
	dads, grandparents. The goal is to come together as one, to learn, inspire and work together. Don’t worry, you won’t need to sign up to anything, it is simply an info session. Our ambitious goal is to have one family representative registered to come per family. We’ll have a free sausage sizzle, drinks, door prizes and fun ready to go. So please take this opportunity seriously, join us and play your part! Stay tuned for registration.
	Thank you to our amazing community who continue to support us as we Learn, Lead and Achieve Together.
	See you at the gate!
	Stuart Beever- Assistant Principal
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	From the Sals (student action leaders):
	The SAL’s are so excited to start Term 4 as we have so many great ideas! This term is full of events and going to be epic! We have a pyjama day coming up on Friday November 6th which is the same day as the prep breakfast. We have suggestions from the students for another dress up later this term that hopefully can be Christmas theme to be around the same time as carols. We also have some great ideas to improve our school grounds so watch this space!
	Keep the suggestions coming
	and we promise to make this
	term the best one yet MSPS!
	Bye, from your friendly SAL’s!
	2026
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	A year of creativity in Art!
	It has been a wonderful year of creativity, exploration and artistic discovery across our art classes! Students from all year levels have explored a wide range of artmaking techniques, including drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, weaving and papier-mâché. Along the way, they have experimented with a variety of materials, including chalk and oil pastels, watercolour pencils, paper, fabric, yarn, paint, food dye, crayons and markers. These hands-on experiences have encouraged students to explore new techniques, discover different textures and express their ideas in imaginative and individual ways.
	Throughout the year, we have explored a variety of visual art elements and concepts, including line, shape, pattern, colour and form. Students have investigated colour theory, symmetry, perspective and abstraction, learning how artists use these elements and principles to create interesting, balanced and meaningful artworks. From experimenting with colour combinations and repeating patterns to creating detailed drawings and three-dimensional forms, students have continued to develop their artistic skills, confidence and creative thinking.
	Collaboration and celebration have also been an important part of our artistic journey. During NAIDOC Week, students worked collaboratively to create a mural, celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and achievements. We also celebrated International Dot Day, encouraging students to embrace creativity, explore their artistic potential and discover how even a simple dot can inspire something extraordinary. In addition, students created beautiful wall hangings for their classrooms, using their creativity and a range of materials and techniques to produce unique artworks that brighten their learning spaces.
	We are incredibly proud of the imagination, enthusiasm and growing skills our students have demonstrated throughout the year. It has been wonderful to see them experiment, take creative risks, share ideas and bring their artistic visions to life. We look forward to another year filled with colour, creativity and exciting artistic adventures
	Sally and Chloe
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	Physical Education Program – Beginning of Term 4
	To start term 4, students across Prep to Year 6 are participating in a range of exciting and engaging Physical Education topics!
	Below is a brief summary on what each year level is currently learning in P.E.
	Prep – Athletics: Developing running, jumping and throwing skills through fun, athletics-based activities.
	Year 1 & 2 – Overhand Throw: Practising throwing technique, accuracy and coordination through skill-based activities and games.
	Year 3 – Recreation Games: Exploring inclusive recreational activities that promote teamwork and gaining a deeper appreciation for the various ways you can stay active.
	Year 4 – Newcombe Ball: A modified version of volleyball that allows players to catch and throw the ball, rather than the traditional volleyball hits. This introduces them to court positioning and ball placement.
	Year 5 – Fitness: Investigating how our bodies respond to exercise, including changes in heart rate and breathing, and the importance of physical activity for health and wellbeing.
	Year 6 – Volleyball: Developing fundamental volleyball skills, including digging, setting, spiking and serving, while applying teamwork and tactical awareness through gameplay.

	A Wonderful Year of French! 🇫🇷
	What a fantastic year of language learning and cultural discovery! Students across all year levels have developed their French vocabulary and communication skills through a variety of engaging activities.
	Year 1 students explored greetings, colours, numbers, animals and French celebrations, while Year 2 learnt about pets, transport, clothing, seasons and expressing preferences. Year 3 practised telling the time and discussing families, routines and hobbies, while Year 4 explored school vocabulary and created French restaurant menus.
	Year 5 investigated French personalities, school life and places around town, while Year 6 researched regions of France, created presentations and practised giving directions.
	It has been wonderful to see students grow in
	confidence and enthusiasm as they explore
	the French language and culture.
	Bravo, tout le monde!
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	F–1 Performing Arts Update
	In Foundation, students have begun exploring puppetry, using their hands and pillows to create characters and bring imaginative stories to life. Puppetry provides a wonderful way for younger students to experiment with character, expression and voice in a way that feels comfortable and playful.
	Both year levels have been exploring ‘process drama’ techniques, using picture books as a springboard for imagination and role-play. Students step into the shoes of different characters, exploring how they move, speak, think and feel. These experiences build skills that help students develop confidence in expressing themselves, empathy for others, creativity and the ability to collaborate as they work together to tell a story.
	Year One students have been busy preparing for their performance of Tiddalik the Frog next month. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to build confidence and develop a love of performing in a relaxed, supportive setting, where fun and laughter are more important than the final performance. Rather than worrying about perfection or the nerves of performing on a big stage, students are encouraged to have a go, express themselves and enjoy bringing a story to life together.
	We would love to invite Year One families and our Foundation students to come along, celebrate their hard work on Friday 13 November at 2:30 pm in the gym.

	Years 2-6 Performing Arts Update
	It has been an exciting semester of creativity, collaboration and performance in Drama!
	Year 2 students became fairytale investigators as they explored The True Story of the Three Little Pigs. Working in groups, they created alternative endings and performed their scenes using props and costumes, developing their storytelling and performance skills.
	Year 3 students have been busy over the past term, working on the skills of performance. In small groups of 5, students worked together to follow a simple script focusing on the elements of voice, character, movement, script understanding and collaborating. In week 1 of this term students presented their plays to the class, and all did a wonderful job, giving support and providing feedback to each other
	Year 4 students explored puppetry, designing and creating their own puppets before bringing them to life through performances. A special incursion with Melbourne Puppet Kerfuffle extended their learning, while this term has seen students develop their improvisation skills through drama games and spontaneous performances.
	Year 5 and 6 students stepped back in time to explore radio plays, creating original scripts, characters and sound effects. Working collaboratively, they brought their stories to life through voice acting and creative soundscapes.
	Year 6 students have also begun rehearsals for Graduation and their final Christmas Carols, working with a local dance school to develop choreography and performances. We can't wait to see their hard work come to life!
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	Garden
	Our Prep students absolutely loved their Nature Play sessions in the bush block during Term 3! They discovered the wildlife living in our reserve - planting trees and creating habitats to support them. This term, they’ve turned their curiosity to minibeasts, and it’s safe to say we have some snail enthusiasts on our hands! Earlier in the year, they were captivated by their Life Rocks incursion and loved joining their year 6 buddies for Schools Tree Day.
	We are reaping the rewards of produce planted by our Year 3 students in Semester 1. They had become so confident and self-sufficient in the garden, tending to their crops and taking real ownership of their growing spaces. Our Year 5 students have taken over the beds and are gearing up to reopen the garden market stall by Week 3.
	We have something extra special on offer this year - Lime Marmalade! Generously made by the family of our Environment Captain, Zoe Milne, using school produce. If you haven’t visited the garden lately, make sure you stop by to admire the incredible mural Zoe painted on our shed in Term 3 - an amazing contribution to our school.
	Have you visited the new Olympic Reserve playground? Next time you’re there, take a moment to appreciate the native plants growing throughout the space. These were planted by our very own students during an excursion with Banyule Council in Term 2. It’s wonderful to see our students’ efforts contributing to greener spaces beyond our school grounds.
	So, what’s next? Our Year 4 students are busy dreaming up their own garden innovations! One student is designing a bee watering station, while another is exploring how to make tea from our medicinal herbs. Watch this space!
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	Resilience, rights & respectful relationships (RRRR)
	RRRR GENERAL INFO:
	Currently, students across Monty South are working through
	Topic Seven: Gender norms & stereotypes
	Topic Eight (Yr 6) : Positive gender relations
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	SAKG Recipes: Vietname
	So far this term in Kitchen, students have discovered some interesting facts about Vietnam.. Did you know Australia is around 23 times the size of Vietnam, yet they have a population of around 100 Million people?
	Our groups folded rice paper rolls, kneaded and steam-baked
	Bahn Mi, cooked delicious Tomato and Tofu soup, made a
	Vietnamese cabbage salad and put together baked
	coconut and banana cakes.
	We love having the support of our volunteers, whose time and effort make these hands-on learning experiences possible.
	If you would like to volunteer, please contact Natalia:
	natalia.gainsmith@education.vic.gov.au 0425810995
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	SAKG Recipes: Italy
	In weeks 3 and 4, students will explore Italy and
	enjoy Grissini, Pasta and Bean Soup, roll and
	shape Potato Gnocchi, Asparagus and Egg salad
	and Lemon and Ricotta cakes.
	For the rest of term 4, we will be cooking dishes from Morocco, Thailand and the student-favourite, pizza fortnight!
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